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MEC MCHUNU CALLS FOR GREATER TIES BETWEEN LESOTHO AND KZN TO 

ELIMINATE BORDER CRIME 

 

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, 

has called for greater ties and partnerships between Lesotho and the province in order to curb 

and eventually eliminate crime between borders.  

 

Addressing delegates at the weekend during the cross border crime summit in KwaSani, 

Mchunu urged law enforcement agencies in Lesotho and the province, including the community 

safety structures and the communities to work collectively in fighting crime between the borders. 

 

Mchunu revealed that porous borders between Lesotho and KwaZulu-Natal had led to rampant 

crimes such as stock theft and smuggling of dagga between. 

To address the issues, Mchunu said, his department had and would continue embarking on 

various campaigns to address the challenges. It would also work closely with law enforcement 

agencies. 

  

Mchunu noted that at national level, there was an agreement between the Lesotho police and 

the SAPS on matters relating to partnerships on border security. 

“However that agreement is still to find its expression on communities residing on the 

outskirts of the borders of both countries. We need to address this urgently,” said 

Mchunu. 

 

He was concerned about the stock theft and smuggling of dagga between the two borders and 

pleaded to the community to contribute towards defeating crime. 



“We cannot defeat cross border crime without your (communities) help and our 

neighbours in Lesotho. We need unity and stronger partnerships between both 

countries. We need to work even harder together so both countries can eliminate the 

scourge of cross border crime,” said Mchunu. 

 

A presentation by the SAPS, revealed that during 2014, a total of 4110kg of dagga, valued at 

R5.75 million was seized during border operations, mainly in the Drakensberg region. The 

presentation also highlighted that one of the challenges was inaccessibility of the border area 

due to terrain and sever weather temperatures that drop below 0 degrees. 

 

Lesotho’s Senior Assistant Commissioner of Police, Mpota Nthako, said stock theft was 

considered one of the most serious crimes in his country. 

“We have great concerns. A majority of goats are stolen in Lesotho and brought to KZN 

while cattle is stolen from KZN and brought to Lesotho,” he said. 

 

Another pressing challenge, he said, was dagga smuggling between Lesotho and KZN. 

“Drugs like dagga are found in Lesotho, more than other countries in Southern Africa. 

We are also concerned about people that commit crimes in Lesotho and flee to KZN and 

vice versa. Therefore, partnerships on ideas and intelligence between Lesotho and KZN 

need to be reinforced,” said Nthako. 

 

Mayors, the SAPS, Traditional Leaders, KZN Community Police Forum, KZN Community Crime 

Prevention Association, legal minds, Border Management, The KZN Liquor Authority, The 

National Prosecuting Authority, Youth Sector, Non-Governmental Organizations and 

Government Departments such as Home Affairs, Health, Justice, Social Development,  

Economic Development and Tourism and Correctional Services formed part of the delegates. 

 

The summit included commissions that discussed the following resolutions: Role of Community 

Safety Structures in Safety Promotion; Management of Cross Border Challenges at Harry 

Gwala District; Strengthen Sustainable Partnerships between SA and Lesotho; and Improved 

Management of Stock Theft Cases Within the Criminal Justice System. 

 

After delegates engaged in rigorous discussions at their respective commissions, various robust 

resolutions were adopted and would be considered for implementation. 
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